
Osceola Elementary School 

School Advisory Council 

Tuesday, February 21, 2017 @ 7:45 a.m. 

Principal’s Conference Room 

 

Minutes: 

1.  Welcome and Introductions 

 

Lera Brial called the meeting to order at 7:48 am.   

 

Members in attendance were Deborah Cunningham, Sue Castleberry, Nancy Ruben, Lera Brial, 

Aracelis Delvalle, Lourdes Pita, Gabriel Kohn, Ariel Pechokas, and Liana Franke. 

 

2. Approval of December Minutes 

Gabriel Kohn made motion to approve and Liana Franke seconded.  All members in favor and 

minutes were approved. 

 

3. School Celebrations/PBIS Committee 

Nancy Ruben explained the Positive Behavior Intervention Support (PBIS) Committee which 

includes one teacher from each grade level. Their initiatives include Chief Card incentives such 

as lunch with a friend or a trip to the classroom treasure box. Teachers try to catch kids being 

good. We celebrate weekly with our Chief of the Week, monthly with Chief Champions, and 

quarterly with our Breakfast of Champions. Mrs. Ruben also explained incentive dog tags used 

for High Honors and Perfect Attendance. 

 

4. Kindness Initiative Review 

Mrs. Ruben shared the book How to Fill Your Bucket which PTO purchased for each classroom. 

This book teaches students how to compliment others and shows what kindness looks like. It is a 

Reading Counts book so students may take an RC test on it as well. Kindness Heroes are chosen 

weekly. The Kindness Hero trophies will be replaced with Kindness Hero bears. Pink Chief Cards 

were distributed during the two weeks prior to Valentine’s Day. Six pink Chief Cards were pulled 

from each class during lunch on Valentine’s Day and these students were presented with 

medals. 

 

5. Student Council Update 

Mrs. Ruben explained that 4th and 5th grade students make up the Student Council. They are 

elected by their peers. Student Council members are the voice of our school and are 

representatives for their own class as well as two younger grades. They are actively involved 

with Red Ribbon Week, the Canned Food Drive, Kindness Awards, Blue Zone, Teacher 

Appreciation as well as Assistants and Cafeteria employees’ appreciation, and helping with the 

Kindness Bear.  



 

6. Counseling Services 

While Mrs. Boot is the Reading Coach (and will help with other areas as well) for OES, Mrs. 

Ruben is the contact for Social and Emotional issues with students. She helps families in conflict, 

custody issues, as well as health, attentional, social and emotional needs of students which 

affects their academic progress. She is the liaison with Barron Collier High School’s Honor 

Society who donated bikes and toys to our students in need as well as the BCHS ROTC who 

donated 50 turkeys and 100 boxes of food painted by the art students to our families. She is our 

contact with the Department of Children and Family Services, child abuse and foster care issues. 

Nancy also does counseling individually with kids which includes conflict resolution, grief group 

with Avow Hospice, family change groups and friendship groups. 

 

7. Upcoming Testing Update 

Mrs. Ruben shared the schedule for State Testing. Many of the tests are computer based. The 

writing test is 120 minutes and reading and math are 90 minutes each with a break. Students 

with a 504 or IEP receive extended time. 

 

8. Open 

 

Deborah Cunningham discussed the Superintendent’s District Advisory Council that she 

attended on January 9th. Items discussed included FAFSA as well as math resources for 

elementary schools. 

No further items were brought up for discussion. 

Next meeting will be on Tuesday March 21, 2017, at 7:45 a.m. 

 

Lera Brial moved to adjourn the meeting which Sue Castleberry seconded. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:17 am. 

 

Submitted by: Lera Brial 


